
May 25, 2011 
How Could This Happen? 
 
The investigation is ongoing and will be for awhile. If I hear anything of relevance, 
that is not being covered by media and newspapers, I will post it here.  
 
Right now, the Tribe needs to do some major reflecting on how this all happened. 
It did not happen out of the blue. It did not happen randomly. A series of events, 
some small, most large, were in play for a very long time, leading up to the 
horrors of last week.  
 
Not having a safe place for women and children to go, leads to this. People need 
to be able to escape from abusive situations.  Abuse leads to more abuse, 
depression, addictions, violence, suicide and murder.  
 
Allowing Chuck and Mary to get away with faking drug tests, is not serving the 
community's best interests. It serves only Chuck and Mary, and those who make 
money from manufacturing, selling, delivering and using drugs.   
 
Allowing Piggy Cavenaugh to abuse the Clinic Funds and Program to enrich her 
own family, does not serve the community. Her lack of qualifications, and her 
employing members of her family, over-paying the unqualified, means that 
anyone that needs to heal from addiction, can't trust the system in the tribe.  
They have to go outside of the tribe or they have to get arrested and jailed 
outside of the tribe.  
 
Addictions are the most damaging of sicknesses. Addictions are caused. They 
don't 'just happen'. They turn good people into pathetic heaps, or even, into 
monsters that murder. 
 
The Schools need to actively get rid of the drugs, the bullying and overall 
atmosphere of disrespect: Disrespect for teachers, each other, and for 
themselves.   
 
Children that are exposed to addiction in the home are also exposed to violence.  
 
Children that are molested, raped, assaulted, abused, neglected, do not grow up 
to be healthy, balanced individuals. They grow up angry, confused, lost-- easy 
prey for drug dealers, gangs, and other bad ideas.  
 
The silence that has condoned the most corrupt evil in the community, allowed 
children to be drawn into the sticky webs of those corrupt, criminal families have 
created. 
 
Having a police department that is untrained and poorly directed, a "Joke", does 
not make the community safer. 
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Allowing your elected leaders to hide their behavior from you by hiding the 
minutes of the meetings and not letting you know how much money the casino 
makes, is only allowing the criminals to run your community.  
 
Allowing unqualified people to serve as judges in your community, who render 
rulings that defy logic, common sense and which endanger the children, does not 
serve the community's best interests. It is merely a formality for when the corrupt 
want to get away with their crimes, including trafficking in children.  
 
Electing a murderer as your Chairman?  Remember when he was indicted for 
embezzling all those HUD Funds? The papers put that on his resume when they 
touted the election as "Previously ran the Housing Department." Like Capone 
"previously ran an import business".  
 
Allowing the criminals to run the casino?  
 
Allowing a pill head to run the Personnel Department?  
 
Nepotism, and corruption; addiction and openly allowing alcohol and underage 
parties to be shrugged off, does not make the community safe. It makes it 
dangerous. Especially for children.  
 
Can you see where the tribe is rotting from the inside out?  
 
Can you see where all the pieces were in place so that these little children had 
no safe place? Their mother had no safe place?  
 
And, if we don't all start acting like it's important to us, it's going to happen again.  
 
It will happen again. Don't act surprised. You've seen it all coming for a very long 
time.  
 
All the evil and corruption has been protected, winked at, shrugged off.  
 
We can either protect and nurture evil, or we can protect the children. We cannot 
do both.  
 
Until the community is safe, no child is safe.  
 
If we don't learn from this and find a way to do the hard work of coming together, 
remembering who we are, and getting this garbage OUT of the community, we 
can only expect it to happen again.  
 
If we don't offer comfort to the mother, to those who survived this, without 
judgment, we can expect none.  
 
She loved her children. She did everything she could. There was no rescue and 
no refuge for her or for them in a community run by and for the most corrupt 
among you.  
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This has been going on for decades. It won't stop until we, all of us together, turn 
it around.  
 
People outside the rez don't know what goes on inside the rez. They have no 
idea what people are up against and how great the struggles are.  The schools 
don't teach a true or accurate history.  
 
We are divided more by ignorance than by anything else. Ignorance caused by 
us being kept in the dark about our True History, or even recent events.  
 
Until the recent and new Attorney General in ND going after bigger game, 
Federal and State government has, until recently, ignored the pleas for help from 
Indian people, and supported, defended, reinforced the criminals that have been 
running their communities.  
 
For perspective: Imagine if you can, having your community and every aspect of 
your lives, work, businesses, run by the Mafia. And, if you complain, you are 
ignored. You are bullied by those in charge and you have nowhere to turn. If you 
ask your elected State and or Federal officials for help, they refer you back to the 
very Mafia that is the problem, and tell you that you must first go through 
channels and they can only act if the Mafia tells them there is a problem.  
 
How safe would your children be?  
 
This has been the case on this rez, and many others, for generations. Now 
maybe, you can understand why things are so dysfunctional on the rez; why so 
many are 'angry', and why so many 'fall through the cracks' or whatever you want 
to call it when abuse, violence and addictions destroy a human being.  
 
Walking Eagle Roll Call 
 
This is just one family out there, not even the biggest or the most corrupt, that 
has been, for decades, fleecing the tribe, bullying people and getting away with it: 
(see WDAZ link) 
 

Eight members of the Spirit Lake Tribe have been indicted by a federal 
grand jury and charged with conspiracy to embezzle from an Indian tribal 
organization and aiding and abetting, U.S. Attorney Timothy Purdon said 
Wednesday. 
 
The eight defendants are Martina Kazena, William Kazena, Raymond 
Jetty, III, Tanya Jetty, Shaela Jetty, Lorna Walking Eagle, Rochelle 
Walking Eagle and Bruce Walking Eagle. They made their initial 
appearances on May 7, 2011, in Grand Forks and all plead not guilty. 
 
The eight were indicted as part of the conspiracy and are alleged to 
"willfully embezzle, steal, and misapply property, moneys, funds, and 
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credits belonging to the Vocational Rehabilitation Program," which is 
administered by the Spirit Lake Tribe in Fort Totten, ND, according to the 
indictment. 
 
Earlier this year, five other tribal members, including two tribal council 
members, pleaded not guilty to similar charges. 
 
The maximum sentence for conspiracy to embezzle from an Indian tribal 
organization is five years in prison and a $250,000 fine. 
 
The case is being investigated by the FBI. 
 
A trial for all defendants is scheduled for July 12 in United States District 
Court in Grand Forks. 

 
Oh, by the way, Chelsea Walking Eagle? You are listed as an absconded 
offender for failure to register. Yeah, back to the Big House for you. ND Offender 
Registry 
 
Wait 'til they get into Carl Walkingeagle's aliases and his 'investments'. Millions 
of Tribal dollars will be found. I hope they give it back to the tribe.  (Carl is one of 
the "Tribal Council Members" referenced above, along with his wife. The 
Kazena's are also his family.) 
 
That is just one family. And, like I said, not the Big Fish in that pond.  
 
The Mean While 
 
While these pigs were making obscene salaries, perks, they were robbing the 
tribe. While elders were cold and could not cook their food last winter, they were 
laughing it up.  
 
While a mother struggled to save her children and herself and get away from an 
abusive, violent, meth addicted partner, the Walking Eagles and their pals were 
robbing the tribe of the money that should have gone to help people like her and 
her children escape the violence.  
 
Piggy Cavenaugh was buying computers for her family, driving the car to the 
casino and writing herself checks to cash for gambling. Laughing all the way, 
while a mother struggled at a minimum wage job that gave her no way out in that 
very casino.  
 
Piggy had to have seen the woman who needed the programs that Piggy had 
robbed, a thousand times.  
 
Still think it is harmless? Still think it is a joke?  
 
Still think having judges who gives children to the custody of fathers who have 
violent records is something to shrug off?  
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Do you really think that what happened is an aberration? Think there are not 
more situations just like that out there? How many? Four? Ten? Thirty? (Does it 
matter?). 
 
Everyone that was robbing the system of the programs that would have protected 
and helped that woman save her children, literally, walked right past her 
everyday as they were spending the money on themselves.   
 
Will they attend the funerals? Make Speeches? Probably. Will they say they are 
sorry? Don't hold your breath.  Will anyone in the community call them on it? (I 
dream!) They will still be greeted as wealthy, powerful, influential members of the 
community they are bleeding to death. Bleeding to death. Blood on their hands... 
 
How many mothers and children are, this very minute, in the same exact 
situation, being ignored?  
 
Everyone wants to think this was out of the blue and there is no rhyme nor 
reason and no way to predict it would have happened.  
 
It was predictable. And it will happen again. Because nothing has changed. 
Nothing ever changes. Except, there are two more tiny caskets going into the 
ground.  
 
Comfort 
 
This could have been prevented if a lot of people in powerful positions had not 
looked the other way, had not ignored the pleas for help, had not exploited the 
corruption for profit for so many years.  
 
This is our doing. All of us. It is up to all of us, on the rez and elsewhere, to reflect 
on how it got this way and what we can do to begin the changes necessary. Or, 
at the very least, to begin to understand.  
 
It is time and we must, if we are to redeem any part of ourselves, reconnect to 
one another, remember who we are.  
 
Begin by offering comfort-- without judgment. It will change us all. It matters.  
 
You know where to find me.  
 
~Cat 


